
Guidelines for Participation 

in the Roundtable for Early Professionals and Students (REPS) Listserv 

 

Background and Mission 

The Roundtable for Early Professionals and Students (REPS) Listserv was established in 

2013 after a petition to form the roundtable was approved by the New England 

Archivists (NEA) Executive Board. The listserv serves two primary purposes: first, it is 

a means of communication between the REPS leadership team and the roundtable's 

members; and second, it is a forum for REPS members to discuss archival topics. 

 

Audience 

All NEA members in good standing are eligible to subscribe to the listserv. The main 

audience for the listserv is NEA early professional and student members. REPS 

welcomes all members of NEA to join the listserv regardless of where they are in their 

careers. 

 

Scope of the Listserv 

All subjects that pertain to the theory and practice of the archival profession are 

appropriate topics to be discussed on the listserv. We are especially interested in topics 

that impact early professionals and students.  

 

Participants are asked to exercise good judgment when posting to the listserv. The 

following categories of messages are not appropriate for the listserv: 

 

 Unsolicited commercial advertisements for goods and/or services 

 Personal responses to posts that will not be beneficial to the readership in 

general (please contact individuals off-list, and be aware that using the 

"reply" feature of messages read on the listserv will result in a response to 

the entire readership of the listserv) 

 Personal attacks against any individual or group 

 Political speech unrelated to archives and archives professionals 

 

REPS reserves the right to remove any content deemed inappropriate for the listserv.  

 

Etiquette 

All listserv participants are responsible for conducting themselves in a professional 

manner. The following should serve as guidelines: 

 

 Be aware of your audience. In addition to students and early 

professionals, assume that more experienced archivists, including 



professors and potential employers, can and often do read discussions on 

the listserv. 

 Strive for productive conversation. While negative commentary and 

criticism (when they fall within the scope of the listserv) are not 

prohibited, they should be offered constructively, with the goal of 

generating positive action and solutions. 

 Be respectful. Handle differences of opinion with professionalism, and 

avoid insults and/or inflammatory remarks directed toward listserv 

participants and colleagues in the profession. 

 

Responsibility of Participants 

This is an unmoderated listserv. All participants agree to restrict postings to the scope 

of the listserv and practice professionalism and proper etiquette. REPS reserves the 

right to rescind listserv membership from any participant who repeatedly contributes 

off-topic and/or abusive messages. 

 

Listserv Ownership 

The listserv is owned and operated by the Roundtable for Early Professionals and 

Students. It is managed jointly by two members of the REPS leadership team. 

Management includes oversight of daily listserv operations, creation of weekly listserv 

messages, and approval of listserv subscription requests. 

 

Listserv Managers: Caitlin Birch (j.caitlin.birch@gmail.com) and Liz Francis 

(liz.francis2.0@gmail.com) 

 

Disclaimer 

Discussions generated on the listserv do not necessarily represent the views and 

opinions of the Roundtable for Early Professionals and Students or the New England 

Archivists. Neither group endorses the postings of listserv participants. 
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